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221* Tor general sovereignty i.e. as 'sovereign
remedies in all cases' (Herford).

222. In heedful!*st...bestow them Most edd. explain
'to put them away with the utmost care.* But the usual
meaning of * bestow* in Sh. is '.confer as a gift* and a
.better interpretation seems 'to bestow (or grant) their
use only in very special need or for very important
persons/

223-24. As notes...note Usually explained 'as pre-
scriptions more potent than was generally recognised';
but, as Herford observes, 'in note* refers strictly not to
the prescriptions, which were not known at all, but to
the remedies prescribed; and, apart from this confusion
of thought, the repetition of 'note* in two different
senses is extremely awkward. The word 'notes* is there-
fore suspect, and Gould-has conjectured 'cures* to take
its place. We suggest that the word Shakespeare wrote
was 'motts* or 'motes,* i.e. devices or mottoes inscribed
upon shields and coats of arms and expressing in pithy
or riddling phrase the exploits or aspirations of the
wearer. Such devices, one of which Shakespeare was
himself called upon to compose for the Dtfke of Rutland
in 1613 (Lee, Life> 455-57), were deliberately cryptic
so that their 'faculties inclusive were more than they
were in note,* i.e. they implied much more than appeared
on the surface. In short the whole passage is a simile
('as* meaning 'like*) probably suggested by the word
'reservation* in 1. 222, which seems to have been a
terhnical word for the composition of these mottoes;
cf. Sonn. 85. 3.

232.  Haply (Pope)  F. 'Happily*
235.  help v. G.

238. Embowelled...doctrine exhausted of their
science. Embowelling, or as we should now call it
disembowelling, was one of the features of public exe-
cutions in Shakespeare's day.

left off i.e. given up as incurable.   N.E.D. quotes